
 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

TOWN OF:  Durham  

TO:  Town Council   

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA   

OWNER: Chase Family Revocable Trust 

271 Durham Point Road 

Durham, NH 03824 

REPRESENTATIVE: N/A 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 271 Durham Point Road, Durham, NH  03824 

PID: 227-6 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  February 28, 2025 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $1,201,500 

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date.

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of

comparable properties can show this value estimate.

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



 

                    Chase Family Revocable Trust, 271 Durham Point Road 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer has applied for an abatement of their assessment of $1,201,500 

for tax year 2024 due to a lack of adjustment for the ongoing construction. 

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: This property received a previous abatement in taxes due to a 2023 

abatement application and subsequent appeal to the Board of Tax and Land Appeals. The 2024 abatement 

application is an extension of the prior abatement, due to a lack of an adjustment being placed on the 

building for the ongoing construction during the 2024 tax year. An inspection of the property on 2/7/25, 

revealed that the property had recently finished its construction of a new kitchen, bathroom, and 

additional bedroom and that it was not complete for a date of value of April 1, 2024.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based on the information presented, I recommend applying a 5% new 

construction adjustment to account for the interior renovations that were on-going as of the date of value. 

Additionally, the adjustments made to the land during the 2023 appeal remain in place. Therefore, I 

recommend, based on these factors, reducing the overall assessment from $1,201,500 to $1,138,800 and 

granting the abatement for the assessed value difference of $62,700. This calculates to an abatement of 

$1,301.97 including interest (interest is calculated to a repayment date of June 27, 2025, and is subject to 

change per tax collector). If the taxes have not been paid, then no refund or interest is due.  

 

 



Town of Durham, NH

Property Tax Bill Calculation

Owner Chase Family Revocable Trust

PID 227-6

Address 271 Durham Point Road

WHAT WAS TAXED

Total Assessed Value 1,201,500             1,201,500             

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 1,201,500.00        1,201,500.00        

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 114851 116320

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 7/2/2024 12/16/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 12,303.36           24,426.50           

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 3,454.00               6,909.00               

County 1,057.00               2,223.00               

Local School 6,957.00               13,841.00             

State School 835.00                  1,454.00               

Tax Calculated 12,303.00             24,427.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 12,303.00             12,124.00             

Total Assessed Value 1,201,500             1,138,800             

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 1,201,500.00        1,138,800.00        

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 114851 116320

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 7/2/2024 12/16/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 12,303.36           23,151.80           

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 3,454.00               6,548.00               

County 1,057.00               2,107.00               

Local School 6,957.00               13,119.00             

State School 835.00                  1,378.00               

Tax Calculated 12,303.00             23,152.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 12,303.00             10,849.00             

Difference in Billed-SHB = Abate -                        1,275.00               1,275.00              = To Be Abated

RSA 76:17-a Rate of Interest Pybl 4.00% 4.00%

Enter Date Town will Payback 6/27/2025 6/27/2025

Number of Days of Interest = 360 193

Interest Payable -                        26.97                    26.97                   = Interest Owed

Less Previously Abated Amount of

Total To Be Abated -                        1,301.97               1,301.97             

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAXED

WHAT SHOULD BE ABATED

227-6_Abatement Calculation_Chase Chase - 271 Durham Point











 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA    

 

OWNER: Clark Properties LLC   APPLICANT: FCL NH LLC 

        28 Cedar Point Road    30 Bow Street 

       Durham, NH 03824    Cambridge, MA 02138 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: John Tyler, 45 Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge, MA  

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 74 Main Street, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID: 106-59 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  March 3, 2025     

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $942,300 

    

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate. 

                               
 

 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



                           
 

     Clark Properties LLC, 74 Main Street 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The applicant has applied for an abatement of their 2024 property taxes due 

to the property being owned by a non-profit and that they are unable to move forward on a Planning 

Board approved site plan because of a lawsuit against the Town of Durham.  

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: According to the Town’s records the property is still owned by Clark 

Properties LLC, no deed transfer to FCL NH LLC has occurred as of the date on this recommendation. 

Although this office is not questioning the non-profit status of the organization, further research on the 

New Hampshire Secretary of State’s Business Department website shows that the organization is “Not in 

Good Standing”. Additionally, the organization is absent from the New Hampshire Department of 

Justice’s Registered Charities list. 

 

While it is true that the property’s approved site plan has been unable to move forward due to a lawsuit 

against the Town of Durham. A recent decision from the New Hampshire Supreme Court was settled in 

favor of the Town of Durham. Baring any civil litigation, this decision would allow the applicant to now 

move forward with the project.  

 

While I believe the litigation put the applicant in a holding position, the property still had use as is and 

could have potentially been used during this period. However, upon a recent exterior inspection of the 

property it was noted that the condition of the building has somewhat deteriorated and is now in average 

condition. The 2024 assessed value reflects a building in good condition.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: I recommend, based on these factors, reducing the overall assessment from 

$942,300 to $886,600 and granting the abatement for the assessed value difference of $55,700. This 

calculates to an abatement of $1,131.00 not including interest. If the taxes have not been paid, then no 

refund or interest is due.  

 

 



Town of Durham, NH

Property Tax Bill Calculation

Owner Clark Properties LLC

PID 106-59

Address 74 Main Street

WHAT WAS TAXED

Total Assessed Value 942,300                942,300                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 942,300.00           942,300.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 113576 117162

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: N/A N/A

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 9,649.15            19,156.96          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 2,709.00               5,418.00               

County 829.00                  1,743.00               

Local School 5,456.00               10,855.00             

State School 655.00                  1,140.00               

Tax Calculated 9,649.00               19,156.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 9,649.00               9,507.00               

Total Assessed Value 942,300                886,600                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 942,300.00           886,600.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 113576 117162

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: N/A N/A

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 9,649.15            18,024.58          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 2,709.00               5,098.00               

County 829.00                  1,640.00               

Local School 5,456.00               10,214.00             

State School 655.00                  1,073.00               

Tax Calculated 9,649.00               18,025.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 9,649.00               8,376.00               

Difference in Billed-SHB = Abate -                        1,131.00               1,131.00               = To Be Abated

RSA 76:17-a Rate of Interest Pybl 4.00% 4.00%

Enter Date Town will Payback 6/27/2025 6/27/2025

Number of Days of Interest = - -

Interest Payable - - -                       = Interest Owed

Less Previously Abated Amount of

Total To Be Abated - 1,131.00               1,131.00              

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAXED

WHAT SHOULD BE ABATED

106-59 Abatement Calculation_Clark Properties Clark Properties - 74 Main













 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA    

 

OWNER: Linda J Stoxen 

  Louis S Tisa 

        100 Mill Road 

       Durham, NH 03824 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: N/A 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 100 Mill Road, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID: 213-1 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  February 28, 2025 

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $662,100 

    

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate. 

                               
 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



 

 

                    Linda J Stoxen & Louis S Tisa, 100 Mill Road 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer has applied for an abatement of their assessment of $662,100 

for tax year 2024 because they believe their property is disproportionately assessed when compared to 

neighboring properties. They also cite a few data inaccuracies due to an assessor never viewing the 

interior of the home. 

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: After inspecting the home on 5/29/2025 with the property owners, it was 

noted that a few interior data points, namely the flooring type was incorrect. Additionally, there were 

some data inaccuracies in the measurements of the property.  

When comparing the subject property’s assessment to the comparable properties submitted with the 

abatement application, the most glaring difference is regarding the neighborhood code placed on the land. 

This property was a part of a subdivision off Mill Road which included several other lots along the same 

side of Mill Road. During the 2023 Revaluation, this lot was placed into a neighborhood code 70, while 

all the others were placed in a neighborhood code 60.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based on the information presented, I recommend adjusting the neighborhood 

code to a 60 to fall in line with the other lots of this subdivision. Additionally, I recommend the small 

adjustments made to the measurements of the property and the flooring type, to correct the data 

inaccuracies. Therefore, I recommend, based on these factors, reducing the overall assessment from 

$662,100 to $622,500 and granting the abatement for the assessed value difference of $39,600. This 

calculates to an abatement of $822.56 including interest (interest is calculated to a repayment date of June 

27, 2025, and is subject to change per tax collector). If the taxes have not been paid, then no refund or 

interest is due.  

 

 



Town of Durham, NH

Property Tax Bill Calculation

Owner Linda J Stoxen & Louis S Tisa

PID 213-1

Address 100 Mill Road

WHAT WAS TAXED

Total Assessed Value 662,100                662,100                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 662,100.00           662,100.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 114371 115841

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 6/24/2024 12/10/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 6,779.90            13,460.49          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 1,904.00               3,807.00               

County 583.00                  1,225.00               

Local School 3,834.00               7,627.00               

State School 460.00                  801.00                  

Tax Calculated 6,781.00               13,460.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 6,781.00               6,679.00               

Total Assessed Value 662,100                622,500                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 662,100.00           622,500.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 114371 115841

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 6/24/2024 12/10/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 6,779.90            12,655.43          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 1,904.00               3,579.00               

County 583.00                  1,152.00               

Local School 3,834.00               7,171.00               

State School 460.00                  753.00                  

Tax Calculated 6,781.00               12,655.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 6,781.00               5,874.00               

Difference in Billed-SHB = Abate -                        805.00                  805.00                  = To Be Abated

RSA 76:17-a Rate of Interest Pybl 4.00% 4.00%

Enter Date Town will Payback 6/27/2025 6/27/2025

Number of Days of Interest = 368 199

Interest Payable -                        17.56                    17.56                    = Interest Owed

Less Previously Abated Amount of

Total To Be Abated -                        822.56                  822.56                 

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAXED

WHAT SHOULD BE ABATED

213-1 Abatement Calculation_Stoxen & Tisa Stoxen & Tisa_100 Mill Road



























 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA    

 

OWNER: Slipknot Properties LLC 

        26 Newmarket Road 

       Durham, NH 03824 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: Property Tax Advisors, Inc. 

   60 Pointe Place, Suite 5 

   Dover, NH 03820 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 15 Newmarket Road, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID: 108-69 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  March 4th, 2025 (Postmarked March 3rd, 2025; 

2024 Filing Deadline = March 3rd, 2025) 

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $3,045,500 

    

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate. 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



                               
 

 
 

Slipknot Properties LLC, 15 Newmarket Road 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer, through their representative, has applied for an abatement of 

their assessment of $3,045,500 for tax year 2024 because the property is currently listed for sale, but has 

had no offers. Additionally, the property is encumbered by an easement to the Town of Durham. The 

easement encompasses 10 parking spaces.  

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: After reaching out to the property’s representative, no supporting 

documentation, other than the stated sales price, has been provided with the application.  

I had met with the property owner prior to the abatement application submission. The property owner was 

concerned about the easement to the Town, and the perceived inequity between their property and the 

neighboring property at 17 Newmarket Road. During this discussion, it was noted to most recently a 

value was assigned to the “vendor”, aka food truck, parking spaces due to the infrastructure that was 

necessary for operations.  

When comparing the subject property’s assessment to the comparable property at 17 Newmarket Road, 

the most glaring difference is regarding the site index applied during the 2023 Revaluation.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: Notwithstanding the lack of information presented, I recommend adjusting the 

site index to an H to fall in line with the neighboring parcel. Additionally, I recommend an adjustment of 

5% made to the land for the Town held easement. Further, I recommend a reduction in the value assigned 

to the vendor parking, to fall more in line with the estimated cost of the infrastructure. Therefore, I 

recommend, based on these factors, reducing the overall assessment from $3,045,500 to $2,588,500 and 

granting the abatement for the assessed value difference of $457,000. This calculates to an abatement of 

$9,486.49 including interest (interest is calculated to a repayment date of June 27, 2025, and is subject to 

change per tax collector). If the taxes have not been paid, then no refund or interest is due.  

 

 



Town of Durham, NH

Property Tax Bill Calculation

Owner Slipknot Properties LLC

PID 108-69

Address 15 Newmarket Road

WHAT WAS TAXED

Total Assessed Value 2,555,500             3,045,500             

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 2,555,500.00        3,045,500.00        

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 113349 116936

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 6/28/2024 12/16/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 26,168.32          61,915.02          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 7,347.00               17,512.00             

County 2,249.00               5,634.00               

Local School 14,796.00             35,084.00             

State School 1,776.00               3,685.00               

Tax Calculated 26,168.00             61,915.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 26,168.00             35,747.00             

Total Assessed Value 2,555,500             2,588,500             

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 2,555,500.00        2,588,500.00        

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 113349 116936

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 6/28/2024 12/16/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 26,168.32          52,624.21          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 7,347.00               14,884.00             

County 2,249.00               4,789.00               

Local School 14,796.00             29,820.00             

State School 1,776.00               3,132.00               

Tax Calculated 26,168.00             52,625.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 26,168.00             26,457.00             

Difference in Billed-SHB = Abate -                        9,290.00               9,290.00               = To Be Abated

RSA 76:17-a Rate of Interest Pybl 4.00% 4.00%

Enter Date Town will Payback 6/27/2025 6/27/2025

Number of Days of Interest = 364 193

Interest Payable -                        196.49                  196.49                  = Interest Owed

Less Previously Abated Amount of

Total To Be Abated -                        9,486.49               9,486.49              

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAXED

WHAT SHOULD BE ABATED

108-69 Abatement Calculation_Slipknot Properties Slipknot_15 Newmarket















 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA    

 

OWNER: Jeffrey D Berlin 

  C/O Berlin Properties NE 

        277 Main Street Office 

       Durham, NH 03824 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: N/A 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 81 Piscataqua Road, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID: 209-46 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  February 21st, 2025 

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $427,700 

    

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate. 

                               
 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



 
 

    Jeffrey D Berlin, 81 Piscataqua Road 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer has applied for an abatement of their assessment of $427,700 

for tax year 2024 due to a lack of an adjustment made for the ongoing construction. 

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: This property received a previous abatement in taxes due to a 2023 

abatement application and subsequent appeal to the New Hampshire Superior Court. The previous 

abatement took into consideration the condition of the property as of an April 1, 2023, date. After the Apil 

1, 2023 date of value, the subject property has undergone significant renovations, including new siding, 

windows, trim, major foundation repairs, and a complete gut and remodel of the interior. However, for the 

April 1, 2024, date of value that concerns this abatement application, the house was still under repair. 

According to the homeowner and the building department records, the exterior of the property was mostly 

completed for April 1, 2024, while the interior was majorly under construction. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based on the information presented, I recommend, after correcting the 

condition to Very Good for the new construction, applying a 42% new construction adjustment based on 

the Towns defined Construction Progress Report, this accounts for the renovations that were on-going as 

of the date of value. Therefore, I recommend, based on these factors, reducing the overall assessment 

from $427,700 to $307,000 and granting the abatement for the assessed value difference of $120,700. 

This calculates to an abatement of $2,507.25 including interest (interest is calculated to a repayment date 

of June 27, 2025, and is subject to change per tax collector). If the taxes have not been paid, then no 

refund or interest is due.  

 

 



Town of Durham, NH

Property Tax Bill Calculation

Owner Jeffrey D Berlin

PID 209-46

Address 81 Piscataqua Road

WHAT WAS TAXED

Total Assessed Value 392,900                427,700                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 392,900.00           427,700.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 114327 115792

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 6/27/2024 12/11/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 4,023.30            8,695.14            

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 1,130.00               2,459.00               

County 346.00                  791.00                  

Local School 2,275.00               4,927.00               

State School 273.00                  518.00                  

Tax Calculated 4,024.00               8,695.00               

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 4,024.00               4,671.00               

Total Assessed Value 392,900                307,000                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 392,900.00           307,000.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 114327 115792

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 6/27/2024 12/11/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 4,023.30            6,241.31            

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 1,130.00               1,765.00               

County 346.00                  568.00                  

Local School 2,275.00               3,537.00               

State School 273.00                  371.00                  

Tax Calculated 4,024.00               6,241.00               

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 4,024.00               2,217.00               

Difference in Billed-SHB = Abate -                        2,454.00               2,454.00               = To Be Abated

RSA 76:17-a Rate of Interest Pybl 4.00% 4.00%

Enter Date Town will Payback 6/27/2025 6/27/2025

Number of Days of Interest = 365 198

Interest Payable -                        53.25                    53.25                    = Interest Owed

Less Previously Abated Amount of

Total To Be Abated -                        2,507.25               2,507.25              

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAXED

WHAT SHOULD BE ABATED

209-46 Abatement Calculation_Berlin Berlin_81 Piscataqua













 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA    

 

OWNER: Janice M Griffin Living Trust 

  James L Griffin, Trustee 

        24 Fellows Lane 

       Durham, NH 03824 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: N/A 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 24 Fellows Lane, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID: 102-88-0-5-10 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  N/A 

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: N/A 

    

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate. 

                               
 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



 
 

              Janice M Griffin Living Trust, 24 Fellows Lane 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer notified this office, after receiving their first issue tax year 2025 

property tax bill, that their Veterans’ Tax Credit was omitted from their bill. Additionally, the Veterans’ 

Tax Credit was omitted from their tax year 2024 property tax bill(s).  

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: Due to an unknown clerical error, it was found that the Veterans’ Tax 

Credit was mistakenly omitted from the taxpayer’s tax year 2024 and 2025 tax bills. The taxpayer agreed 

to resolve the 2025 tax bill by applying the Credit to the final tax bill of the year.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based on the information presented, I recommend correcting the tax year 2024 

property tax bill by granting the abatement for the value of the Veterans’ Tax Credit, $500. This 

calculates to an abatement of $510.85 including interest (interest is calculated to a repayment date of June 

27, 2025, and is subject to change per tax collector). If the taxes have not been paid, then no refund or 

interest is due.  

 

 



Town of Durham, NH

Property Tax Bill Calculation

Owner Janice M Griffin Living Trust

PID 102-88-0-5-10

Address 24 Fellows Lane

WHAT WAS TAXED

Total Assessed Value 671,700                671,700                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 671,700.00           671,700.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        -                        

Tax Bill#: 113917 117609

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 7/10/2024 12/11/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 6,878.21            13,655.66          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 1,931.00               3,862.00               

County 591.00                  1,243.00               

Local School 3,889.00               7,738.00               

State School 467.00                  813.00                  

Tax Calculated 6,878.00               13,656.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 6,878.00               6,778.00               

Total Assessed Value 671,700                671,700                

Exemption (solar,) -                        -                        

Value Tax Applied To: 671,700.00           671,700.00           

Credit (veterans,) -                        500.00                  

Tax Bill#: 113917 117609

PropTax Issue 1
st
 or 2

nd
1 2

Due Date: 7/3/2024 12/16/2024

Paid Date: 7/10/2024 12/11/2024

Tax Rate Applied:

Town 2.875 5.750

County 0.880 1.850

Local School 5.790 11.520

State School 0.695 1.210

Total Rate 10.240 20.330

tax will be roughly 6,878.21            13,655.66          

Resulting in Taxes of:

Town 1,931.00               3,862.00               

County 591.00                  1,243.00               

Local School 3,889.00               7,738.00               

State School 467.00                  813.00                  

Tax Calculated 6,878.00               13,656.00             

Less Credit & 1st Bill

is the Amount Billed: 6,878.00               6,278.00               

Difference in Billed-SHB = Abate -                        500.00                  500.00                  = To Be Abated

RSA 76:17-a Rate of Interest Pybl 4.00% 4.00%

Enter Date Town will Payback 6/27/2025 6/27/2025

Number of Days of Interest = 352 198

Interest Payable -                        10.85                    10.85                    = Interest Owed

Less Previously Abated Amount of

Total To Be Abated -                        510.85                  510.85                 

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAXED

WHAT SHOULD BE ABATED

102-88-0-5-10 Abatement Calculation_Griffin Griffin_24 Fellows



 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA    

 

OWNER: Shloke Hospitality LLC 

  C/O Pam Patel 

        2 Main Street 

       Durham, NH 03824 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: Commercial Property Tax Management, LLC 

   788 Elm Street 

   Manchester, NH 03101 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 2 Main Street, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID: 108-37-0-3-3 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE W/MUNICIPALITY:  March 3, 2025 (2025 Filing Deadline = March 

3, 2025) 

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $6,747,700 

    

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate. 

                               
 

 
 

                     Shloke Hospitality LLC, 2 Main Street 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer, through their representative, has applied for an abatement of 

their assessment of $6,747,700 for tax year 2024 because based on their income and expense statement, 

they believe the property is over assessed. 

  

ASSESSOR’S COMMENTS: Briefly, the subject property is a condominium hotel building constructed 

in 2005. The property consists of 68 rooms.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based on the information presented with the abatement application, I 

recommend their abatement request be denied. The documentation does not provide enough support or 

documentation to prove that the property is disproportionate.    

 

 

















 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA 

 

OWNER: Fairpoint 

  NO NE Telephone Operations LLC 

  770 Elm Street 

       Manchester, NH 03101 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: Commercial Property Tax Management LLC 

   788 Elm Street 

   Manchester, NH 03101 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: McDaniel Dr, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID:  106-1-0-COM-B 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE:  March 3, 2025 (2025 Filing Deadline = March 3, 2025)  

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $1,507,200 

 

        

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate.  

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer, through their representative Commercial Property Tax 

Management LLC, has applied for an abatement of their 2024 property taxes, because they believe that 

the municipality has failed to strictly comply with all statutes and decisional law governing the 

assessment of property taxes.  

 

Additionally, they believe that the assessment is disproportional in that the taxpayer’s property is over-

assessed as confirmed by the Supreme Court’s recent approval of the taxpayer’s assessment methodology. 

They note that the assessment is in excess of what the Department of Revenue Administration determined 

to be the replacement cost new of telephone poles and conduit, less depreciation according to RSA 72:8-c.  

 

The taxpayer’s representative provides an opinion of value for the poles, conduit, and right-of-way values 

but does not have any documentation to support the values.   

 

ASSESSORS COMMENTS: The taxpayer, through their representative Commercial Property Tax 

Management LLC, appealed their 2023 assessment to New Hampshire Superior Court. This case is still 

awaiting trial.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the aforementioned information and pending litigation for the 

2023 abatement/appeal, our utility appraiser, Sansoucy Associates, and I recommend the Council to take 

“no action” at this time which will constitute a statutory denial per RSA 76:16 II.  



Sansoucy Associates 
148 Main Street, Lancaster, NH 03584   Tel: 603.788.4000  gsansoucy@sansoucy.com 

101 Gulliver Street, Fountain Inn, SC 29644  Tel: 864.408.7988 
Remittance Address 86 Reed Road, Lancaster, NH  03584 

 

 
 
May 30, 2025 
 
Sent via electronic email: Darcy Freer [dfreer@ci.durham.nh.us] 
 
Board of Selectmen 
Town of Durham  
8 Newmarket Road  
Durham, NH 03824 
 
RE: 2024 NNETO Abatement Application  
 
Dear Selectboard: 
 
We have received and reviewed the tax year 2024 abatement requested for Northern New England 
Telephone LLC. 
 
Due to insufficient information supporting the taxpayer’s opinion of market value, we recommend 
the town deny this abatement. 
 
Should either company provide new information, or if the company has misinformed the town as to 
the inventory of property, we will consider those issues when and if they arise. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Very truly yours, 
SANSOUCY ASSOCIATES  

 
George E. Sansoucy, P.E. 
NHCG-774 
 
GES/mk  

















 

 

 
 

 

ABATEMENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2025 

 

TOWN OF:  Durham    

 

TO:  Town Council         

 

FROM:  Darcy Freer, CNHA 

 

OWNER: Eversource (fka PSNH) 

  Tax Department 

  PO Box 270 

       Hartford, CT 06141 

          

REPRESENTATIVE: Kevin P. Morrissey 

   Director - Taxes 

PO Box 270 

   Hartford, CT 06141 

 

PROPERTY LOCATION: Mill & Bennett Roads, Durham, NH  03824 

 

PID:  112-54-0-UTL-A, 112-54-0-UTL-B, 224-66-0-UTL-0, & 224-67 

 

PROPERTY TAX YEAR(S) APPEALED:  2024 

 

APPLICATION FILING DATE:  March 3, 2025 (2025 Filing Deadline = March 3, 2025)  

 

INVENTORY FILING DATE (Filing Date April 15th):  N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT APPEALED: $95,196,600 (Aggregate Sum) 

 

        

Municipalities may abate taxes “for good cause shown.” RSA 76:16. Good cause is generally established 

by showing an error in the assessment calculation or a disproportionate assessment. Good cause can also 

be established by showing poverty and inability to pay the tax.  If the abatement application is based on 

disproportionate assessment, the taxpayer has the burden to show how the assessment was 

disproportionate. To carry this burden the taxpayer must show: 

 

a. What the property was worth (market value) on the assessment date. 

 

b. The property’s “equalized assessment” exceeded the property’s market value. To calculate the 

equalized assessment, simply divide the assessment by the municipality’s equalization ratio 

(assessment ÷ ratio). Because a property’s market value is a crucial issue, taxpayers must have 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
8 NEWMARKET ROAD 

DURHAM, NH 03824-2898 
Tel:  603/868-8064 
Fax:  603/868-8033 



an opinion of the market value estimate. Obtaining an appraisal or presenting sales of 

comparable properties can show this value estimate.  

 

 

 

 

REASON FOR APPEAL: The taxpayer, through their representative, have applied for an abatement of 

property taxes paid in 2024 regarding the aforementioned properties because they believe the aggregate 

sum of their assessments totaling $95,196,600 exceeds the fair market value of Eversource’ s taxable 

property in Durham.   

 

Eversource, fka Public Service of NH (PSNH) applied for property tax abatements in numerous 

communities throughout New Hampshire for tax year(s) 2011 thru 2019 citing similar reasons as 

previously stated. Their abatement requests were denied in all those communities. As a result, Eversource 

filed appeals with the Board of Tax and Land Appeals and New Hampshire Superior Court per RSA 

76:16-a.  

 

To date, Eversource has withdrawn their appeals with Durham from the BTLA for tax years 2011, 2012 

and 2013. Tax years 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 were consolidated and heard before the Board of Tax and 

Land Appeals in November 2019.  As a result, the Town was ordered to abate $414,392 including interest 

for those tax years. 

 

ASSESSORS COMMENTS: The taxpayer, through their representative, appealed their 2018, 2019, and 

2020 assessments to the New Hampshire Superior Court. This case has undergone a trial, but is still 

awaiting a ruling.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the aforementioned information and pending litigation for the 

2018-2020 abatements/appeals, the Town’s attorney, our utility appraiser, Sansoucy Associates, and I 

recommend the Council to take “no action” at this time which will constitute a statutory denial per RSA 

76:16 II.  



Sansoucy Associates 
148 Main Street, Lancaster, NH 03584   Tel: 603.788.4000  gsansoucy@sansoucy.com 

101 Gulliver Street, Fountain Inn, SC 29644  Tel: 864.408.7988 
Remittance Address 86 Reed Road, Lancaster, NH  03584 

 
 
 
May 30, 2025 
 
Sent via electronic email: Darcy Freer [dfreer@ci.durham.nh.us] 
 
Board of Selectmen 
Town of Durham  
8 Newmarket Road  
Durham, NH 03824 
 
RE: 2024 Eversource Abatement Application  
 
Dear Selectboard: 
 
We have received and reviewed the 2024 abatement requested for Eversource. 
 
We recommend that the abatement be denied. Eversource has presented no information or appraisal 
to support their request and Eversource relies upon the Department of Revenue (DRAs) value for its 
abatement which has been found to be not reliable as a valuation of public utility property by the 
Board of Tax and Land Appeal (BTLA). 
 
Should either company provide new information, or if the company has misinformed the town as to 
the inventory of property, we will consider those issues when and if they arise. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Very truly yours, 
SANSOUCY ASSOCIATES 

 
George E. Sansoucy, P.E. 
NHCG-774 
GES/mk  
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