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DESIGN EDITOR

Diirliiiin  rcdcyelopment  l)1

tlie Mill Plaza 1iroposetl  by
Cokmial  Duiliain  Associates

(CIM)  faced qiiesiions  from

Ihc D+nliiun  Pliinning  Board

iind sevei'al  Dtirhain  residents

for  not iiliiding  l'iy a settlement

wliich  pr(TcCtii  the ivetland  but-

fer  near the Colleee  Biook.

Tl'ie proposal  to redevclop

the Mill  Plazii  iii Durliiun.  NH.

ivhei'e  Tlie  Works  and Hiui-

nafoid  iu'e ctirrcntly  locatcd.

into  off  citinpus  student  hous-

ing is currciitly  unJcr  rcviciv

by tlie J)+u'liiiin  Plimning  Board.

Tlie  Durhiim  Consersiation

Coinmittce  also ivcighed  m on

ivliat  developeiii  ivill  iieed to

do to i)rOteCI Ihc vvcNand buffer
in Mill  Pliiza.

Tlic wetlanJ bull'ei is I)ill
i n pliice  by the town  I(] reduce

ii clvctsc  impiicR  to llic  rvctliincl

fiom iid.iaceiiF dcvelopinents,
like the ones liroposed  in
tlie Mill  Pliizii.  Thi'i  buffci  :S

c+irrently  noi lieing  protected

iind tlie plaza  otvncrs  bulldriye

polluted  SnOW into  the ivctliiiid

CVCrJ 7eilr.
Diii  hiiin  resident  Dianc

Clien,  wlio  liiis lived  in Dui4iiiin

)or nine yeiiis  iind used to ivork

far  il l'eill eS(ilfe !nvesFmenf

conipiiiiy.siiid,  'liltimiilely,

tliey  ivanf  to niake  inoncy.

Aii<l I appiecialc  Iliiit.  Btil  I

think  tliiit  tliere's  a lheie's  got

to lie ii hap1iy inedium." Slie
coiitiiuicd.  'al ivo+ild  like  to see

the )-laimiiford  store  become  ii

iciil  liiinds  on gmccry  stoi'c iuid

inovc  to kite back  eiid  of  tlie

pliizii."  Clien  also imulcl  like

to hee living  faciliiics  opcn  to

viirious  Dui'liiiin  residents  of

iill agcq as opposcJ  to strictly

student  liousmg.

Chen saitl lhc l'iliinning
boiud  liiis  not bcen listeiiing  to

the tmvnas cnncenis  alxtut  the

projeci.  'Tliey  claiin  to iciid

tlie letters,  bui  tliey  coiild  be

sent in t'in ii ivcekly  biisis.  but

they  tfon't  get iiny  indiciition,

iil least in the meeliiigs,  tliiit

thcy'ic  tliiii  tliey're  rciicliiig

rlie Iciteis;'  Chcn  siiiJ,  "Anrl.

you knoiv,  i('s kiiid  of  iin open

secret ihat itl  it llel}  develo1ier
fi'icndly  pliinning  lio+ii'd right

noiv.  And.  iiiid  iliiit,  tl tloesnl

miiiter  hmy  outlimdish  11 pr(l-

posal yoii  hiive.  it lioii  bring  it

tci ilie I)urhiim liliinning  botud,
ihcy'ic  going  io go alieiid

wiili  it. Beciiuse  tliesi ivam  to

bioiidcn  tlic liix  base;a

Din  liiiin  resident  iind

Univcisity  of  Nciiv Hampiihire

(UNH)  piofessor  emcrif+is  Den-

nis Meadows  iiiiid  =Culonial

Durliiim  I'lllS zero,  zero interest,

in the clualily  of life ft'ir tlrc
citizens  of  Duiliiiin.  Tliey  want

to miikc  ii liigli  ielurn  t'in Ihcir

inoncy  Pcriod."

Foimer  Dtiiliiiin  resident,

planning  lioard  meinber,  lowii

council  ineinbei  iind UNH

profciisor  Juliiin  Smith  siiid his

iidvice  to the tovtn  is "To  hang

tougli.  Do iiol  alloiv tlie )IIIOP-

1iing cenier this conunerciiil
centet  of  I)uilitiin  to lie turned

into  si+ideiit  housing.  Too inucli

of  tlie toivn  of  Duthiim  has

been luiiicd  into studcnl  lious-

Illg."

Smitli  said lhiil  CDA  owncr

Jolm Pinto.  iui investineni

banker  froin  New  York  City,

lias becii  trying  io build  studem

iipiiiTments  for  iilxuit  19 years

iiorv.  Smitli  also explained  thiil

the plaza  liiiii  issues witli  not

liiiving  enough  piiiking  SpaCe!i

for  ctisFoinci's  curiently  becaiise

the oivners  have been miikim'

money  by selling  illegal  liitrk-

ing s1iotii every semester. To (10
tliis  legally  iliey  rvoukl  need to

gel il VillliUlCeflOlll  tlle 10Wll.

Dutliani  icsidcnt  iuid UN}-I

profcssor  emeritus  Joi;huii

Meytoivitz  FblS 1iointed  t(l ptoli-
lemi; w:lllll'l  the Cl'M'h  propos-

iil To tlie  council. One liroblem

lias bccn not disclosine  to

the public  everytliing  iuxl  not

kceping  Ihc iiiilial  proinisc  io

lirotcct  tlic wetliind buffei'.

CDA  needs tlie 1iliinning
boiirrl  ln appmvc  of  ii Condi-

tioniil  Use Peimit  in oider  to

build  the student  iipiirlinents,

ivlucli  liiis iivo  conditions

i'eliited  to the environmental

resources.  Coinnuinity  Plan-

mng Consultiint  Rick  al"iiintor

pOlliiCd  Out tllilt  AltOnle)'  Ari

Polliick  didnl  mention  the

Consei'viition  Conmiissionas

recoininendation  Taintoi  sug-

aested tliat  the board  review

ilic Consci'vation  Comnussion

ieconunendiitions  foi CDA

to make impiovcments,  or

eiiliiinceinents

At  ii meeting  on Jan. 27,

board  ineinber  Jiiincs  Biibiir

siiid.  "Tlieie  wits mucli  discus-

sion about  iiivasivcs  iind thc

quiiliTy  of  tlie sTteain, but in

tlic  end,  ivhat  lVilS In the Mo-

tion  ivas tlie rcsfotation  of  fhc

l'ull 75-foot  buffer.  And,  witli

the excc1ifion  of the roiidrviiy
eiitriince.  dee1i enougli  thi'ougli
tlic rvetland  buffei'  to iillow

iriictoi4iiilers  to drive  iii and

safely  tum out i'il ilie buffcr,  ihc

roadwiiv  ivas out of  the buffer

-  in their  ITIIII(I And  tliey  were

Vel')' it(lillnilllt  il50llf  pioiecffitg.

well,  ni'ii really  protecting.  iis

much  as restoring  thc buffer,

because obviously  there is no

buffer  iherc  todiiy,  mostly,  tliere

niay be 5 feei.=

Pollack  siiid regarding  tlie

bul't'er,  "We  did  our  bcsi io

inaxinuze l)erVIOll!i  illeaS iind
liindiicaperl  arciiii  in the park-

ing field  and Llierefore  that

hiis ii consequence  of  spread-

iiig  ilie  site dowinvard  ioivard

ihe Biook  iind iniide  our.  you

kntnv,  it liiniicd  our abilit)i  to

da il(ldlTlOl1ill reStOrilfiOll.'a  ThlS

limited  abililv  to (10 restoration

is part  of  soine of  tlie Durhain

tosvn critics  of  tlie  redevelop-

inent.

Tighe  & Bond  engineer  for

tlie project,  Jtic Pcrsecliino.

explained  tliat  the proposal

liad a fully  eiiginccred  storni-

water  systein,  ivhicli  ivould

providc  thc bcnefils  or trcalmg

tlie storinwatcr  from  the runoff

froin  tlie  Mill  Pliiza.

Meyrt'iwnz.  ivho  lives  on

Cl'iesley  Drive  right  near tlie

1ilazii said tliat ilie stornnvii-
tei treafineiit  plan will  noi  be

enougli to lix Ilic lircviou'i
damage  done  tn tlie pltiza  dur-

ing a 2002  illegiil  bulldoxmg  of

tlic ciistcrn  hil1side.  Tliis  bull-

dozing  rvas done by tlie outneii;

tO tQ' lii creafc  inore  piU'king

spots in the lilaza,  but tliey
btill  tlozed  ivithoiil  tlie townas

pci'inihsion  and were met  ivitli

iin order to sioli  l'iulldozing.
Meyrorvitz  said this biilRlozing

has catised  increased  flooding

iii liii,  liome  and tlie liomcs  ncxl

door.  Tlie  proposed  storinwii-

ter systein  would  collect  tlie

regular  r+inoff  from  the sitc,

but if  theie  ivere  larger  storms

it rvoukl  not be buili  to liold  ii

liugc  excess of iviiter.

Meiidows  siiid  he suspects

f)lift f)Tere fire nlllll7  Wil)'S (O
eiirn a decent  return  oii iiivest-

mcnl  witliout  building  hevcral

Inindretl  student  ilepiirtinents.

"What  the citizens  of  Dui  liiun

would  like  to see thcrc,  we

would  like  )o see soine green

space along  thc rivei  and iilong

the streiim,  so iliey  donl  pui;li

all tlus polluted  snow  in lhcrc.

We would  like  to see !i(lllle

space wlicre  ihc cominuiniy

coukl  coinc  togetlier,=  lie ex-

liliiined, "lave lived in D+irliiun
)'or 3(1 )rears. Whenlfirst  caine

hei'e, the only  reiil  conunuinty

space was the piirking  liil  in

front  of  tlie Mill  Pliizii  you

knotv,  you go ovcr  lo tlie iihop

iiiid  niii  into  your  friends  and

you end ill) spendii'ig  20 min-
uics in the parking  lot iiilking.

lt rvorild  be nice to lorniiilize

that, hiive  ii pliice  wlicre  )iou

ctiii  sil dowii  or get oui of  tlie

iveiitlicr  iuiil  soloi  lh a'

Mciidoirib  siud 'i  think

we should  liold  Them to our

stiindiii'tls.  And  jusi bccause  wc

didnl do ii in tlie 1iaql, doesnl
mcaii  ivc shotild  do ii in llie

fufuic.  They  (11(I agree iuid tlic

Icgiil  iigi'eemcnt  to obscrvc

Courtesy of ColonialDurhamAssociates.

soine of  our  cnvironnieiitiil

rcquircments  and noiv  tliey'ie

tiying  tri back  oru rif  tlie deal aa
Ctirrenlly  llieie  is iin b+iffer

on Ilic ivctland,  whicli  means
a lot or snow  from  the plazii

gets ptished  into  tlie wetliind

without  a iieatinent  nieilirid  in
placc.

A Dec.  2(115 Icgal settle-

nient  indicaies,  iii section  l(II
"Tlic  Revised  Applicalion  will

piovidc  foi )iiopohed  tuiikliiigs
and vemcular  ioiids  riuKide
orthe  hhurcland  iind wetliind

liufters  'aich  Lliat viiriiinccs

l'mm  lmran ordinances  aie not

icqinrcd  iind flic liuffers  arc

iniiintained  % ihe piopeity
tiwner.=  All(I  in i<ecliiui  I I:

=The Revised  Alipliciuion  will
have incieased  natuial  buffer

iikmg  thc srniiliern  prupeity
line  iidjacent  to tlic College
Biook;  qucli  buffei  to be inain-

tiiincd  liy tlic liropeiiy  owiicr  iii

lierpet+iity.=  Ai'i incieased  bur-
l'cr mitikl  nol simply  iniunlain
wl'iat  is noiv  ilicre,  hiii  iictually
iinpi  ove on it. Howevei,  CDA

hiib not said they will  increase
the hufFcr,  tlicy  only  iigiecd  to

give  nXXe details  on plaiined

plantingh  imd olrered  a $25,01fO
contribution  loivaid  Brriok

itslorii  tnin

Chen,  Meadows  aiid  Mey-
iowiiz  ILLS(l discrissed  i)ie (titure
decieiihe  m UNI-I  siudenK

on the Din  liiiin  ciinipuq.  Tliis

means Drii  liain  will  11(it IICIII-

ally  need iiny muic  qludcnl

aliiirtnients  tlian  it iilreiidy  lias.
Meiidowq  acki'iowledgcd  tliat
students  ivould  proliiibly  like

ilie location  rif  llie a1iai tments
qi'i ckihc  to Main  Streei.  l)lit lie-
lieves  thcie  ivill  noi he ii need

for  iliem  in ilie neai  fuiure.
Mcaclmv'i  siiitl  tliiit  Ti'uinp's  ef-

fciilh  iO lenlOVe  fo+eigneis  frcim

llie country  will  iilso likely
carise :i diop  in inlcniiitional

students  Already.  he said tlieie

iq a drop  m Cliinehe  students  iit
UNH  currently

A ieview  or 619 schools  by
tlie Naiinniil  St+itlenl  Cleaiing-

lioiisc  Rescai  cli C cntcr  found
that as or  Sept  10 2020,  +iiJei  -
gi.id+i.ile  enmllmcnl  liiid F.illen

2.5%  acrciss all t)ipes orliigl'ier
educiitinn  instiiutinns,  while

toiiil  cnrollincni  diop1icd  1.8911.
Wliile  this I.'OUI(I change  once
thc pimtleinic  cndh, the trend

could  continue  US inore  lico1ilc
choose  to go to scliool  in online

rrirmaih.

Chen  and Meadows  noticed

issties  witli  tlie fiscal inipaci
report  tlial  was preseiited  to

Iltc lilaniiiiig  boai d iibout rvhal
tisc.il  iinpaci  tlie housiiig  would

liiive  on Dutham.  Meiidoivs
siiid that tl WnS net illl inde-

1iendenl  ie1xiil.  which iloes
not nicaii  tl'iai evci  ytliing  in it
was I'alse. but it should  liave

been indcpendeni  l(l cnsure  that
tlie foivn's  iiilercqts  were piit
iirsi.  Meadows  discussed  ilie

inleresth  ofCI)A imd cx1iliiincd
iliat  they aie noi in +lie IOwl1aS
tnlcrchlS

At  ilic meeting  (ill Wednes-

di'iy Feb. 24. town  iesidents  and

rhc pliinning  hoiircl  bruugm  rip
COnCelll)i iihoul  tlie futuie  cif

D+irham  and tlie iin1irirtance  cir
hiiving  it 75 11 liui'l'cr  prrilecting
tlie biook.

Dulllam  rtAidCnl  I)ebOllllT
I-lirsch  Mayer  brotiglii  up tlic
point  that the town  of  Durliam
is a niuch  higgei  cnlily  in

compiirison  to CDA.  Slie said
whatever  is decideJ  by tlie

1iliinning  boiird neetls to hold
ilic iownaii  futine  intcrcstii  iii
nnnd.  Mayer  said,  =We cim

hiive develo1iinei'it  in Ihis town
that is good  fcn growlli,  llim
mmors  principlcs  nl's+islain-

ahility  and ecology  +liiit ineeth

(1111 iegulalirins. I('s 1iossible
to do iliai  aiid tliat  haii to lie at

tlie fcii'efroiil.  What  is good  foi
the town  oi' Dtirliam  now'  slie
explained  lliiil  llie values  of the

TOll'n are more IlnlXll  lalll  tlian
"tlie  needs of' ri l'oi pi'olit  entity

tliai would like to be 1iiui of
thai.  bait hasiil  been listening
l(l ivlial  the lown  needs and
wants.'a

Regaiding  the paiking
spaces within  the welland

butfe5  D+ii liiim  iesident  Beth
01hlianiiky  aqked the board.  "  II'

rve have 73 exfia s1iiiceq. 'ivliy
Cnnl  we lilke 45 Sl)iiCeS OUI"

Secretary  nl llie  pliinnmg

hoai'd Ricliiiid  Kcllcy  voiccd
lus concern  that in ilie settle-
mcnt  iigreeinem  there ih sup-

posed io lie :iii inciease  iii the
natural  luiffei.  wliidi  is not in

CDA%  ctirrenl  pioposiil.
Kelley  said,  =I look  al flus

diiigiiun uahich wnuld I)to-
vide  us wifli.  witli  the hefoie

and al'iei  And theieas iuit  an
incie+ise.aa He said lie sees nn

reason wliy  CDA  coulrln't
inciease  tlie buffer.


