April 25,2018

Dear Members of the Durham Planning Board,

We want to express our appreciation to the Durham Energy Committee
Subcommittee for taking on the difficult and much-needed task of creating a Durham
Solar Ordinance. We observed this summer the outcome of what can happen when a
town does not have such an ordinance in place. We all support the use of solar energy.
We also care deeply about maintaining the scenic quality of our community and its
roadways, as well as the character of our neighborhoods. We believe both can and should
be able to coexist through the careful consideration of both objectives. Thus, we were

pleased to sce in the Purpose statement of the proposed Solar Ordinance:

“promote environmental sustainability while protecting the character of

rural and scenic lands and the use of productive agricultural lands.”

However, the proposed solar ordinance falls short of meeting this Purpose
statement. We are particularly concerned about the actual visual impact of the proposed
ordinance along our designated scenic roadways and our gateways, regardless of whether
a freestanding solar system falls within our residential or commercial zones. From an
aesthetic perspective, the use of freestanding solar systems should be evaluated, site by
site, based on ““what is seen from the road™ vs. what zone it happens to be in. A
[reestanding solar array along Packers Falls Road in the Rural Zone diminishes the
scenic, rural character just as much as a freestanding solar array along Mast Road (zoned
ORLI). Rt 4 (zoned both RC and DBP), or Rt. 108 (zoned RB).

We urge you to review every aspect of the proposed ordinance, visualizing the
actual impact on Durham’s pastoral viewscapes no matter what zone they fall within and
with consideration to permitted scale and height. Because one size does not fit all when it
comes to placement of freestanding solar systems on individual Durham properties, we
urge you to replace the “P”’s (Permitted by Right) with “SE”s (Special Exception) unless

in backyards or behind buildings. This would allow for each unique situation to be



reviewed individually by the Zoning Board and with the benefit of a community

conversation. We also believe that height and setback regulations should be revisited.

again with an eye for how such a system will appear from the road.

We urge the Planning Board to ensure that the Solar Ordinance that is adopted

meet the Purpose statement stated (above) by the drafters, one that truly reflects balance

between two equally worthy objectives.
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