
Appendix G 

News Media Articles 

 

This Appendix contains some of the news articles published about the MPSC/ AIA 150 process 
over the past year. It does not include the most recent articles about the transmittal of the final 
report. Media attention also included radio reports and interviews which are not documented 
here.  
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The Union Leader (Manchester NH) 
 

September 9, 2007 Sunday  
STATE EDITION 

 
Durham getting a re-do 
 
BYLINE: CLYNTON NAMUO Sunday News Correspondent 
 
SECTION: LOCAL; Pg. B1 
 
LENGTH: 533 words 

DURHAM -- Four designs for a revamped Mill Plaza where unveiled in a public forum 
yesterday, each presenting a vision for a dramatically different downtown. 

The four designs contain similar elements, including significant new retail and residential space, 
as well as expanded parking and automobile access from Main Street. But the layout of each is 
markedly different. The final design is expected to take cues from each of the proposals and 
mesh them together based on public input. 

Anchored by the only major grocer in town, Durham Marketplace, the Mill Plaza is a bustling 
part of downtown Durham, but has remained cut off from the rest of Main Street's businesses. 
The plaza, near the corner of Main Street and Mill Road, is situated on a small hillside and not 
accessible from Main Street. 

Each of the four designs strives to better integrate the Mill Plaza into the rest of downtown by 
allowing traffic from Main Street into the plaza and by developing more retail and residential 
space to make the plaza a more vibrant town center. 

The four designs were submitted by three different groups: Lavallee Brensinger, of Manchester; 
a team led by local architect Bill Schoonmaker; and JSA Inc., of Portsmouth, which submitted 
two different plans. 

The Brensinger design includes a series of townhouses down Mill Road as well as retail and 
office buildings situated around a parking structure. In total the plan has about 35,000 square feet 
of new retail space, 32,000 square feet of office space and 90,000 square feet of residential space. 

The Schoonmaker design is focused on a new road running from Mill Roadaround the plaza up 
to Main Street that is supposed to encourage more activity from Main Street to flow into the 



plaza. The design includes about 230,000 square feet of retail and commercial space and about 
140 housing units. 

"It's the best we've got for a downtown right now," Schoonmaker said of Main Street, "but it's 
kind of one sided." 

The two designs submitted by JSA are very different, with one being similar to the Schoonmaker 
plan of creating a street to snake around the plaza and the other including a row of housing units 
along Mill Road. 

Public comments on the four designs were generally favorable yesterday, but many focused on 
possible problems with parking at the plaza and the cost of building a structure. 

Others also spoke about changing the flow of traffic through downtown from one-way to two 
ways. 

The designs are all considered concepts at this point, and public comments will lead to changes, 
officials said, with a review of the current designs scheduled for the next Mill Plaza Study 
Committee meeting on Sept. 19 at town hall from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

A final design, to be hammered out over the next few months, is expected to be completed by 
year's end. 

Details about who will develop the property and how the project will be financed have yet to be 
worked out. The design phase of the project is being done for free with the help of the American 
Institute of Architects New Hampshire Chapter, which is doing the plans as part of a 150th 
anniversary celebration for the organization. 

Details of the designs are expected to be posted on the town's Web site, www.ci.durham.nh.us. 
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