


The Durham Community 
Durham’s Master Plan Vision recognizes the 

importance of forward-thinking engagement when 

planning for the Durham community. The Land Use 

Committee worked vigorously to involve all people 

who have an active interest in Durham’s future, 

including year-round residents, students, business 

owners, employees, visitors to the University, and 

residents of nearby municipalities who are connected 

to Durham through institutions such as the Oyster 

River Cooperative School District.  

Future development in Main Street West could be on a 

similar scale to the existing Goss International building 

(Source: Durham Planning Department) 
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Community:               

 

 

Connection:               

 

 



What You Said:     Source: Future Land Use Forum 

“I love the sense of community – that it comes 

together in times of need and it works together on 

important issues.” 



What You Said:   Source: Future Land Use Forum 

“Keep in mind the principles of New 

Urbanism with a focus on increasing 

density in the downtown, encouraging 

walkability and multi-use buildings and 

community gathering places.” 

 



What You Said:     Source: Business Focus Group 

“If you have infrastructure in an area, use 

it! Out on [Main Street West] there is 

already water and sewer.” 

 



What You Said:  Source: Future Land Use Forum 

“I love the intellectual influence of UNH and its 

cultural offerings.” 







 

Concept: Rural-to-Urban Transect 

 

 

The rural-to-urban transect is a land use concept 

popularized by the New Urbanist planning firm 

Duany Plater-Zyberk. It defines a series of 

designations that transition from natural features 

and sparse rural development to a dense urban 

core. Over the past 40 years, communities have 

used transects to identify areas with distinct 

development patterns when considering how 

neighborhoods or special districts will interact in 

the future.  

Source: Center for Applied Transect Studies 



Building Footprints 

 

 

This map of building footprints, based on 2015 

aerial imagery, provides an overview of existing 

conditions in the core area of Durham. (Full-size 

copies of all maps are available from the Town.) 

 

 

  

Building Footprint Density 

 

 

Each building (townwide) was converted to a single 

point in order to illustrate a continuum of density 

in the town. This process has limitations because 

the individual points do not indicate the size of 

each building. Nevertheless, it provides a useful 

approximation of areas that are likely to function 

differently due to the density of their buildings and 

uses. 

Source: SRPC Source: SRPC 

 



Forum Feedback – Areas to Avoid 

 
 

Participants in the May 2017 Future Land Use 

Forum were asked to identify areas outside of 

downtown where they would and would not want 

to see new commercial development. Areas for 

discussion included those identified in the 

Economic Development chapter and land along 

major transportation corridors. Participants 

indicated that sections of Route 108 and Route 4 

were the least acceptable. 

Forum Feedback – New Businesses 

 
 

Forum participants were asked to place stickers in 

locations that they thought were appropriate for 

new businesses. These stickers were then mapped 

as data points to show the density of desirable 

business locations in Durham. Responses were 

most concentrated in the downtown, near 

Technology Drive, and along Route 108 north of 

downtown. 

 

Source: SRPC Source: SRPC 



Constrained Lands 

 

 

There are significant constraints to future 

development throughout Durham due to the 

amount of land that is owned by UNH, placed into 

conservation, or limited by various environmental 

factors.  

Developable Land 2017 

 
 

The Existing Land Use chapter included a “build-

out” analysis to determine where new 

development could occur. This map was updated in 

2017 to account for development that has 

occurred since that chapter was adopted in 2015. 

Source: SRPC Source: SRPC 





Rural/Town Transition

 (Source: Nancy O’Connor, SRPC) 

Rural

 
 (Source: Nancy O’Connor, SRPC) 



Main Street West

 

Town Core

 The Durham Community Church is in the Church Hill 

district close to downtown (Source: Todd Selig) 

The Goss International building is located at the end 

of Technology Drive (Source: Durham Planning 

Department) 

 



Campus Core

Downtown

 

The Dimond Library on the University of New 

Hampshire campus (Source: Doug Bencks) 

A sunny day on Main Street in downtown Durham 

(Source: Durham Planning Department) 



Concept: Floor Area Ratio 

 

 

The floor area ratio expresses the ratio of 

usable floor area in a building to the area of the 

parcel it is located on. This zoning tool captures 

the overall intensity of building development 

and is intended to be used in conjunction with 

other standards (such as height limits and 

setbacks) to provide additional flexibility. A 

maximum floor area ratio in outlying areas 

could prevent overdevelopment, while a 

minimum could encourage density in a 

downtown. 





Concept: Woonerf 

 

Attempts to accommodate all modes of transportation 

generally do so in separate pathways. A woonerf uses 

design and traffic calming to accommodate 

pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles in 

shared space making for a lively environment. Low 

vehicle speed limits are typically encouraged through 

the use of brick or other textured surfaces and with 

other features that make traveling at higher speeds 

psychologically uncomfortable for motorists. Vehicles 

are not entirely excluded from the space. This may be 

a creative approach to balance the needs of 

automobiles and pedestrians in downtown spaces, 

such as Jenkins Court. 



 

 







What You Said:          Source: 2011 Master Plan Survey 

. 

 


