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¥Inwake of s1gn-removal flap, formal rules proposed

Canterbury re31dent wants Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources to adopt laws after political pressure resulted in removal of
hlghway marker honormg Communist labor activist.

ByJamleL Costa
Union Leader Staff. '_ ;

Canterbury resrdent and'

. longtlme activist Arnie Alp-
ert has proposed a formal

set of rules for the Depart-

ment of Natural and Cul—

- ural: Resources (DNCR) to- :
adopt after they allegedly
-violated their own pol1c1es_
‘in removing historical sig--
nage over polltlcal contro-_
Versy. :
20N May Ia hlstorlcal
marker honormg Ehzabeth

Happy Hanukiah:

.Gurley Flynn, a labor activ-
istand member of the Com-
munist' Party later in life,
was installed at the corner ‘
~of Court and Montgomery -
_streets in downtown Con--
“cord near the site of her
-blrthplace By May 15, the

,‘Increase the Iight every day. '

marker was rernoved after

“Gov,. Chris. Sununu - and
members of the Executive

_ Council protested. Gurley

Flynns Commumst affilia-
tion, ! s :
“In, the. process of suc

r'cessfu]ly proposing a his-

torical marker only to have

‘it removed two weeks after
its offrcral dedlcauon, I have ;

,.

W‘ See Stgn, Page A10.

~7] Alawstitisasking a

' judgeto order that
this historical marker

ELIZABETH ~ .| honoring the life of
LAV | Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,

tmigen. a Concord native and

labor leader who had
been a member of the
Communist Party of
America, be put back

up.
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es not lead to such severe con-
juences for the civilian popula-
”

srael’s fight spreads into Syria
d poisons ties with Russia

The Kremlin and Israel are also-
Jperating less over their mili-
y activities in Syria, where Is-
1 is stepping up strikes against
n-supported militias. moving
se to the Israeli border. -

‘utin’s parmership with Iran
a country committed to Isra-
i destruction — has deepened
ce Russia invaded Ukraine in
yruary 2022 and became the
sject of a mass of U.S. and Euro-
an sanctions.

vloscow regularly uses Iraman~
«de drones in Ukraine, accord-
‘to the White House.

farlier on Sunday, Netanyahu
d he'd spoken with both Ger-
n Chancellor Olaf Scholz and
:nch President Emmanuel Ma-
n this weekend, and pushed
:k against their calls for a' de-
alation in Gaza. :

I told them that it is impos-
le to support the elimination
Hamas on the one hand, while
the other pressing us to end
+war, which would prevent the
nination of Hamas,’ Netanya-
said.

icholz’s office said the German
der had emphasized the need
protect civilians, improve the
manitarian situation .in Gaza
1 prevent the conflict from
eading to other parts of the .
1dle East.

Sign

become aware that the Historical Highway Marker

Program has been operating without any formal-

ly adopted rules,” Alpert wrote in his proposal to
Since the

DNCR Commissioner Sarah Stewart, *
program’s operation without any existing rules
makes it vulnerable to political and ideological
whims of elected and appointed ofﬁc1als thch
may be at odds with -the program’s. purpose, I

hereby petition the Department of Cultural and -
Natural Reso_urces to commence a rulemaking..

proceeding.”

Alpert addressed hlS proposal to Commlssmner sl
‘Stewart and recommended the DNCR adopt a set -
~ of rules to govern the Historical Highway Marker

Program The state started marking sites of histori-.

cal importance in 1958."

“These rules will address not only the erecﬂon of ‘
new markers, but also revisions and the possible

permanent retirement of markers,” Alpert wrote.

His proposed rules mclude, but are not hnuted :
- to, the following: -

» Any municipality, agency, orgamzaﬂon or in-

dividual can propose a marker SIgmﬁcant to state

places, people or events. .
+ Nominations must be evaluated based on
historical significance and submitted with thor-

ough and reliable documentation. The nominated
- subject must have a substantial connection to the

state and must be dead at least five years. Places of
‘worship and cemeteries will generally not be ap-

proved.

explaining the marker’s proposal, with footnotes

“and bibliography that demonstrates the historical
‘significance; draft marker text that clearly explains

why the subject is significant to the state, with
footnote citations; coples of supporting documen-
tation; a suggested location for the marker; a pe’u-
tion to support the marker.

« Markers can be retired if they have mgmﬁcant
errors of fact, if they are damaged,/deteriorated/il-
legible/unstable/unsafe and if they lack hlstorlcal
context.

Alpert had not recelved a response from the
DN CR as of Sunday evening,

I August, local activists Alpert and Mary Lee .
Sargent, who advocated for the Gurley Flynn sign
installation, filed a lawsuit against. the state ac-

cusing key figures, including Sununu, Executive
Councilor Joe Kenney, Commissioner Stewart and
Department of Transportation Commissioner Wil-

liam Cass, of overstepping their authority. The suit

argues state officials didn't follow their own rules
and removed the marker following criticism from

Sununu and members of the Executive Council. -

The lawsuit states that, in response to their pro-

~ test, state officials changed the prograrns rules -
w1thout proper notice and that Comm1ssmner
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.Actlwsts are asklng ajudge to order a historical marker

honoring Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a labor and American

- Communist Party leader, be put back up. Flynn is shown

herein an undated photograph.

Stewart failed to consult with the state of Histori-
cal Resources Council as required under state law.

- The complaint also said nothing in the law or his-

torical marker rules permits them to be removed
“on grounds of political or personal ideology.” -

In response to the lawsuit, Attorney General
John Formella on behalf of the DNCR said the
lawsuit should be dismissed because it lacks legal .
standing, Alpert said. A hearing has not yet been
scheduled at Merrimack County Superior Court,

- where the case wﬂl be heard. .

o The apphoaﬂon must include a cover letter" Marker noted contributions

The marker for Gurley Flynn noted her contri-
butions to labor activism, women's rights and her
involvement with the Communist Party. Born in

1890 in Concord, Gurley Flynn became a promi-

nent labor leader,.femmist organizer and a found-
er of the American Civil Liberties Union,

She later moved to Manchester where she saw
the poverty of mill workers firsthand and was
inspired to join more than 14,000 laborists on
a strike in Lawrence, Mass., which resulted in
raised 1 wages for more than 250 000 mill workers

- throughout New England.

She was seen as a hero of the organized labor
movernent and for nearly 60 years, she spearhead-
ed rebellions from Midwest mining towns to East

‘Coast textile mills. In 1936, she joined the Com-

munist Party and was sent to prison in 1951 under
the Smith Act, formerly the Alien Registration Act

‘of 1940, which made it a criminal offense to advo-

cate for the violent overthrow of the government.
After World War II, the statute was used against
leaders of the American Communist Party.

+.Gurley Flynn died in Moscow, Russia, in 1964

while writing her biography. _
iy Jeosta@unionleader.com
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