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Pike Family Revocable Trust of 2021 Easement

the beforementioned properties are subjected to Conservation Easements held by SELT (see Baseline
Topographic Map). These factors give the Property good conservation context and connectivity to other
conserved land.

Habitat-

The Property has important wildlife habitat values according to the New Hampshire Fish & Game
Department (NHFG) Wildlife Action Plan (2020) which indicates 6.7 acres of the Property is “Highest
Ranked Habitat in New Hampshire”, 18.8 acres is “Highest Ranked Habitat in Biological Region” and 7.7
acres is “Supporting Landscape” (see Baseline Wildlife Habitat Quality Map). This ranking is likely due
in part to the open field/pasture and important habitats and connectivity along the Lamprey River.

The Property is located within an approximately 840-acre unfragmented forest block mapped by the
NHFG Department.

The abutting Lamprey River is listed as containing Species of Concern and Anadromous fish in the
Aquatic Wildlife Action Plan (New Hampshire Fish and Game Aquatic Wildlife Action Plan- Fishery
Priority Classifications 2018).

The Natural Heritage Bureau has records of the following species occurring within one mile of the
Property: Kettle hole bog system natural community (S2), crested sedge (S1), long-leaved pondweed
(S2), Jefferson/Blue-spotted Salamander Complex (S2), Pied-billed Grebe (S2B), Least Bittern (S1), Sora
(S3B), Common Gallinule (S2B), Marsh Wren (S3B), American Eel (S3), Spotted Turtle (S2), Wood
Turtle (S3), Blanding’s Turtle (S1) and Northern Black Racer (S2).

Further, the Property’s importance for wildlife is documented by its inclusion in several conservation
plans, including (see Baseline Conservation Plans Map):

« Twenty-four and one-tenths (24.1) acres are within a Conservation Focus Area and ten and
six-tenths (10.6) acres are within a Priority Agricultural Resources area in “New Hampshire's
Coastal Watershed Conservation Plan - 2021 Update”.

« Twenty-one and nine-tenths (21.9) acres are within the Lower Lamprey Prioritized Habitat
Block in “Connect The Coast: Linking Wildlife Across New Hampshire’s Seacoast and
Beyond” (The Nature Conservancy, 2019).

« Eighteen and one-tenths (18.1) acres are within Tier 2 of Conservation Plan for the Blanding's
Turtle and Associated Species of Conservation Need in the Northeastern United States
(USFWS, 2014)

Water Resources-

The Property has approximately one-thousand two hundred and twenty-one (1,221) feet of frontage along
the federally designated Wild and Scenic Lamprey River (see Baseline Water Resources Map and Map
Ref. #’s 19-21, 39, 40).

The ARM Fund Documentation Report documented eleven (11) wetlands, ranging from a one and seven-
tenths (1.7) acre forested drainage to three hundredths (0.03) acre vernal pools, totaling four and nine-
tenths (4.9) acres on the Property. There are four (4) floodplain vernal pools and four (4) other pools all
within two hundred (200) feet of the river providing habitat for Blanding’s, wood and spotted turtles. A
former beaver pond, now a scrub-shrub wetland, extends onto the Property in the southeastern portion of
the Property (see Map Ref. # 16). All of the wetlands rank high in Ecological Integrity due to the intact
landscape (see Map Ref. #’s 17, 34-36, 38-40).

This portion of the river is influenced by the Wiswall Dam located approximately twelve hundred (1,200)
feet down stream which increases the river’s flood storage capacity and provides slow moving water for
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the rare turtle species. Furthermore, there are two intermittent streams on the Property, totaling
approximately one-thousand one hundred and fifty (1,150) feet, which connect the pastureland to the
Lamprey River (see Map Ref. #’s 42, 43).

The Property includes approximately eleven and six-tenths (11.6) acres of Hydrologic Area of Concern
which is upstream of the abutting Durham-UNH Wiswall Reservoir water intake pump house (see Map
Ref, # 23). The intake is a critical primary water source for the Durham-UNH Water System, and
maintaining the water quality near this intake is of utmost priority to provide safe drinking water to the
approximately 16,000 Durham-UNH water users, in addition to the thousands of visitors and staff of the
state’s largest university. Conserving the Property ensures that water quality is protected from future land
use and provides flexibility for future modifications of the Public Water Supply infrastructure.

Forest Resources-

There are approximately twenty-six and one-tenths (26.1) acres of forested uplands on the Property and
the productive forest soils are shown on the Baseline Soils Map. The Forest Soils Classifications are as
follows:

« Group 1A Forest Soils: 13.0 acres
» Group 1B Forest Soils: 4.5 acres
+ Group 1C Forest Soils: 4.7 acres
» Group 2B Forest Soils: 13.9 acres

The forest is a mix of hardwoods and softwoods and is composed of mature pine, oak, beech, hemlock,
aspen, ironwood, maple, birch and hickory (see Map Ref. #’s 6-8, 30, 33, 34, 35, 38, 40, 41, 42, 45, 46).
There is evidence of a very limited, carefully done timber harvest 30-40 years ago in the southeastern
portion of the Property, which appears to have targeted white pine. The southeastern forest is in very good
condition, whereas the white pine in the southwestern portion of the Property is of poorer quality, likely
due to the soils in this area not as well suited to this species. There is a small area, in the south-central
portion of the Property, with dense pine saplings which have likely sprouted after windfall of several trees
in that area, creating openings in the forest canopy (see Map Ref. # 47) and there are other areas with
downed trees from wind events (see Map Ref. # 46).

The invasive glossy buckthorn and Japanese barberry is well established in the understory in the southern
forest and there is multiflora rose and autumn olive in the pasture and along the forest edge (see Map Ref.
#45).

The Grantor may conduct commercial forestry in accordance with the conservation easement terms. Due
to specific requirements of the NHDES ARM program, there are specific management restrictions within
the 25 and 100 foot Forestry riparian buffer zones, as shown on the Water Resources Buffer Zone Map,
and more fully described in the easement deed.

Agricultural Resources-

As shown on the “Baseline Soils Map”, the Property contains approximately three (3.0) acres of prime
farmland soils, one and one-tenths (1.1) acres of statewide important farmland soils and twenty-three and
two-tenths (23.2) acres that are classified as farmland of local importance.

Approximately four and six-tenths (4.6) acres of the approximately five (5.0) acre field in the northern
portion of the Property is currently used as pasture for horses stabled on the abutting property (see Map
Ref. #°s 6-8, 29). The remaining approximately four-tenths (0.4) acres of the field in the northernmost
portion of the Property are used as a mowed field (see Map Ref. #’s 1, 2, 28, 29). The pasture has both
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movable electric fence, more permanent chicken-wire fencing and wooden fence, as described further
below.

Due to the requirements of the NHDES ARM program, the conservation easement limits agricultural uses
to the current Agricultural Area (Pasture and Mowed Field), as shown on the Baseline Cover Type Map,
and agriculture is prohibited on the remainder of the Property.

Scenic and Recreational Resources-

The Property provides a scenic backdrop with undeveloped forest from its approximately one-thousand
two hundred and twenty-one (1,221) feet of frontage along the federally designated Wild and Scenic
Lamprey River (see Map Ref. #’s 20, 21).

There is limited access, via old trails, to the interior of the forest from the pasture. The Grantor may
maintain the existing trails and may only relocate these or create new trails in accordance with an
approval process described in the conservation easement deed.

Cultural, Historical, and/or Archeological Resources-
The Property contains no known cultural, historic, or archeological resources.

Buildings, Structures, Improvements and Disturbances on Property:

This Property contains no known structures, dwellings, towers or barns. Improvements to the Property
include woods roads, trails, fences and stone walls, each as consistent with the agricultural, forestry and
outdoor recreation uses of the Property.

Buildings, Structures, Improvements-
There are a few improvements to the Property, including woods roads, trails and fences as listed below.
Woods road & trail:

e There is an approximately six hundred (600) feet long and approximately ten (10) foot wide
woods road on the Property. The road surface is dirt and leaf litter (see Map Ref. # 9). Note that
the road appears little used and has several fallen trees across it.

e There is approximately four hundred and seventy (470) feet of an old woods road in the southern
portion of the Property. The southern section of the woods road is approximately ten (10) feet
wide, whereas the northern section has become overgrown and now appears as an approximately
three to four (3-4) foot wide trail which disappears in an area with dense pine saplings (see Map
Ref. # 47). The trail surface is dirt and leaf litter and is little used with trees growing in the
road/trail bed and fallen trees lying across it.

Note that the woods road and trail were likely connected in the past, but there is an area with dense pine
saplings (as noted above in Forest Resources) which obscure the woods road/trail.

Fences:

e There is approximately three hundred and ten (310) feet of an approximately six (6) feet high
wooden fence in the northern portion of the Property (see Map Ref. #°s 3, 24-27). Parts of the
fence are heavily overgrown.

e There is approximately one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five (1,855) feet of approximately
two to three (2-3) feet high electric twine and wire fence along the southern edge of the pasture
and along northwestern boundary (see Map Ref. #s 1, 2, 28, 30, 43). Most of the fence is held
with metal fence posts, but there are a few approximately five to six (5-6) feet high wooden fence
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posts along the southern edge of the pasture and there are a few of these fenceposts (without
fence attached) in the pasture area. Note that the fence is in need of repair in some sections.

e There are approximately three hundred and fifty (350) feet of an old approximately four (4) foot
high chicken wire fence near the southern boundary of the pasture. The fence is in bad repair and
non-functional (see Map Ref. # 43).

Gate:
e There is an approximately four by eight (4x8) foot overgrown metal gate in the northern portion
of the Property (see Map Ref. # 3).

Tree Stands:

e There is an approximately twelve (12) foot high tree stand near the boundary in the southeastern
portion of the Property (see Map Ref. #’s 12, 13). It appears little used.

e There are parts of a non-functional tree stand on the ground on the eastern boundary (see Map
Ref. # 15).

e There is an approximately fifteen (15) foot high metal tree stand near the boundary in the
southeastern portion of the Property (see Map Ref. # 32). It appears little used.

e There is an approximately fifteen (15) foot high metal tree stand near the southern edge of the
pasture (see Map Ref. # 44). It appears little used with shrubs growing around it.

Utility lines:
e There are overhead utility lines crossing the northernmost portion of the Property within the
Overhead utility & access easement area (see Survey Plan and Map Ref. #°s 2, 28).

Building Envelope Area-

The conservation easement includes a Reserved Right which allows Public Water System improvements
to be located within the approximately eight and one-tenth (8.1) acre Building Envelope Area shown on
the Baseline Cover Type Map (see Map Ref. #’s 6, 41) and described within the conservation easement

deed.

Gravel Pit(s) / Erosion-

While the conservation easement does allow for limited removal of materials such as sand or gravel under
specific conditions, as described in the conservation easement deed and with the approval of the Grantee,
at this time there are no gravel pits on the Property. Additionally, there were no signs of erosion on the
Property.

Farm Dump(s)-
There are two old farm dump areas on the Property. Both of these appear to be from a long time ago as
most of the debris is integrated into the forest floor and its removal may cause more disturbance and
damage than letting it remain. There are no signs of recent dumping at either site.
e Within the central portion of the Property is an approximately eighty by thirty (80x30) foot area
with scattered metal and small glass debris. The larger metal debris consist of very old car parts,
metal frames, springs and other pieces of metal (see Map Ref. #31).
e Within the southern portion of the Property is an approximately seventy by twenty (70x20) foot
area scattered debris of glass, rusted metal pieces and car parts, 3-4 tires and 2-3 tire tubes (see
Map Ref. # 36).

Grantor Initials: Baseline Narrative
Grantee Initials: NHDES Initials: f[Q lJ Page 50of 10

[



Conservation Easement Baseline Documentation
and Acknowledgement of Property Condition

Pike Family Revocable Trust of 2021 Easement

Other conditions Pre-existing the Conservation Easement-
In the northern portion of the Properties is an approximately twenty (20) foot by twenty (20) foot area
with scattered, rotting firewood (see Map Ref. # 29).

Condition of Boundaries & Access:

The Property’s boundary is observed to be as depicted on the survey plan and Cover Type map. Since the
boundary is primarily stone walls, river or open, the boundary was not blazed. There are remnants of non-
functional barbed wire and wire fencing along the northwestern stone wall boundary.

The Property can be accessed via Packers Falls Rd, parking either along Packers Falls Rd or at the
Town’s Thompson Forest (Town of Durham #1 CE) parking area on Wednesday Hill Rd.

Attachments:

1.

2.
3.
4

N D

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

USGS topographic map, showing approximate Property lines and nearby conservation lands

Aerial photograph, showing approximate Property lines

Soils map, showing approximate Property lines and soils of significance to the Property’s protection
Water resources map, showing Property’s surface waters, wetlands, floodplain and Water Supply
Intake Protection Area

Water resources — Buffer Zones map, showing buffer zones around wetlands

Wildlife habitat quality map, based on New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan data (2020)
Conservation Plans map, showing “Blanding’s Turtle Conservation Plan” and “NH Coastal
Conservation Plan” Priority Agricultural Resources and Focus Areas

Land cover type map, showing Property’s current uses and natural and disturbed land cover, key
features, structures and improvements, boundaries, and approximate photograph locations and
perspectives

Photographs, numbered to correspond with locations on land cover type map, and showing resources
protected, structures and improvements, and other Property features

Copy of the recorded survey

NHB Report dated August 16™, 2021

By reference but not attached, Phase 1 Environmental Assessment Report dated May 31%, 2022

By reference but not attached, ARM Wetland Functions and Values Report dated August, 2021

Three (3) signature pages and eleven (11) attachments follow.
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Signature Pages

In compliance with Section 1.170A-14(g)(5) of the federal tax regulations, the undersigned
accept and acknowledge that the foregoing description of natural resources and other features,
together with its attachments, is an accurate representation of the Property at the time of the
conservation easement conveyance. The Grantor further certifies that if any of the
documentation (information, exhibits, or photographs) was prepared in advance of the closing
and date of execution of the conservation easement, the condition of the Property as depicted in
this Report has not materially changed since the date of documentation. The Grantor and
Grantee accept and acknowledge that the entirety of this Report is intended to aid in the

enforcement of the conservation easement.

Wﬁ———\ _ S /13 /23

Grantor, Bonnie Pike,
Trustee of The Pike Family Revocable Trust of 2021

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
COUNTY OF STRAFFORD ss.

On this L%? of . 5\)“, 2023, before me personally appeared Bonnie Pike, Trustee of The
Pike Family Revocable Tijust of 2021, known to me, or satisfactorily proven, to be the person
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that she signed the same

as her voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein contained.

@%4%1¢@A%/V\\\J

No‘g@ryV f’uﬁlﬁé {is foe of the Peace
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The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) through the Regional Conservation Partnership
Program is prohibited by policy from signing baseline reports. Thus, the NRCS signature line has been
intentionally excluded from this Baseline Documentation Report, and furthermore, there are no initials by
an authorized NRCS official at the bottom of each page of this Baseline.
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