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To the Conservation Commission and Planning Board,
We received an application for a Permitted Use B to raise the grade a little for an existing gravel area behind the house at 46 Oyster River
Road, Map 113, Lot 18.  The house is about 50 feet from the Oyster River so this proposal is subject to the Shoreland Protection Overlay
District.  The buffer there is 125 feet.  While there is no specific category that fits this proposal closely, I think the Permitted Use B
categories match the work better than a Permitted Use A or Conditional Use.  Phil Belmont, the contractor, is the applicant. 
 
See the maps and photos below. This application will be presented to the Conservation Commission next Monday, June 23 and to
the Planning Board on Wednesday, July 9.  A Permitted Use B application usually involves one meeting with the commission and with
the board.  You could hold a site walk if that would be helpful. 
 
The area is a rectangular strip about 4 feet wide running along the entire rear of the house.  The applicant would widen the strip to be about
5 and raise the grade with gravel as needed using landscaping timbers.  The strip would be pitched slightly in an easterly direction for
drainage.
 
The applicant responds to the three Permitted Use B criteria in the narrative as follows:

1.       appropriate erosion control measures will be used.   First sentence in second paragraph.

2.       any disturbed area will be restored.  The rest of the second paragraph.

3.       the activity will be conducted in a manner that minimizes any impact on the shoreland.  Third paragraph.
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Narrative For Gravel Pad Expansion @ 46 Oyster River Rd.

The existing gravel pad behind the Walker’s house will be expanded to a width of 5 feet. The grade will be raised no more than 2 feet to match the elevation closer to the doorway. The expansion area will be approximately 30 feet in length. A small amount of vegetation and soil will be removed and leveled to allow for the installation of landscaping timbers, which will be anchored using rebar to contain the gravel. ¾” crushed gravel will be used to raise the grade, topped with 1” of natural 1” round stone for aesthetic purposes. The area will pitch slightly eastward to facilitate proper drainage.

Although the landscaping timbers are expected to contain the gravel and prevent erosion, a silt fence will be installed just outside the work area before work begins as a precautionary erosion control measure. All work will be completed manually or with small hand tools, with no large equipment used, to minimize soil compaction and disturbance to the surrounding environment. The total disturbed area will be minimal. Any exposed soil will be promptly stabilized with native grass or wildflower seed to help bind soil and restore natural cover.

The project is located approximately 50 feet from the shore of the Oyster River, placing it within the regulated shoreland area but fully outside the most sensitive near-shore buffer zone. Special care will be taken to ensure no disturbance occurs within the protected buffer zone. Existing trees and native vegetation will be preserved, and the work will be conducted in a manner that avoids disruption to wildlife habitat or natural drainage patterns. These measures are intended to ensure the project is completed with minimal impact on the shoreland environment.
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APPLICATION FOR PERMITTED USE B.

in the Wetland Conservation Overlay District or the Shoreland Protection Overlay district

This form and all required information per Durham's Zoning Ordinance (Article XIII, Section 175-60. B. and/or Article XIV, Section 175-71. B.) must be filed with the Planning Department at least 14 days prior to the meeting of the Conservation Commission (but may be submitted later with an okay from the Town Planner if there is sufficient time to review the application).  A recommendation from the Conservation Commission is required prior to final Planning Board action.  

Property Location:


Street Address: 46 Oyster River Rd_______________________________________________

Tax Map #:113________   Lot #18_________  Zoning District: A________________________________


Owner(s):

Name: Bruce and Nancy Walker__________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: 46 Oyster River Rd., Durham NH 03824_____________________________________


Phone: 603-609-5598______________________  Email:nwalker5049@gmail.com_________________

Professional Preparing Plans:


Name of individual and company: Philip Belmont, Packers Falls Landscaping_____________________


Mailing Address: 39 Sherborne Rd., Barrington NH 03825_____________________________________


Phone:603-397-9781__________________________________   Email:pbelm94@gmail.com 

Proposed Activity:Install Landscape Timbers and Increase Width of Existing Gravel Pad to 5’___________________________________________________________________

Please attach plans of the proposal and a written description of the project including a narrative addressing the three required criteria.

I certify that all of the information provided is true, to the best of my knowledge.  

Signature of professional:_Philip Belmont________________  Date:6/16/2025____________________


If I am an agent for the owner, I certify that I am authorized to submit this application.


Signature of owner (or agent): Philip Belmont _______________________________ Date:6/16/2025 

TOWN OF DURHAM


8 NEWMARKET RD


DURHAM, NH 03824-2898


603/868-8064   


www.ci.durham.nh.us








_1002540750.bin





 



 
Gravel strip behind house, looking easterly



 
Gravel strip behind house looking westerly

 
View toward the river from the gravel strip.  You can see a small patch of the river near the top.  The vegetation is pretty dense with ground
cover, shrubbery and trees, and some invasive species.
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Behrendt
Durham Town Planner
8 Newmarket Road
Durham, NH  03824
(603) 868-8064






