Anyone ..who has walked , jogged, ridden a bike or driven down
Rte 108 Newmarket Rd
has seen the water tumbling over the historic Mill Pond dam.

The dam with the Mill Pond that it creates,
is a “living” record
Of over 3 centuries of history for the Town of Durham

The Dam marks the boundary between the fresh waters of the
Oyster River and the brackish waters of the Great Bay

The dam is located on the lower falls of the Oyster River and lies
within the HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Historic District is on the National Register of Historic Places
recognized for architecture and engineering.



Stackpole, Everette S.,
History of Durham, New Hampshire

In 1649, the first water privilege was granted to Valentine Hill
He built the first timber dam and mill at the Falls

His homestead (now 3 Chimneys and Ffrost Sawyer Tavern) is the
oldest house in Durham

and one of the oldest buildings in New Hampshire.
It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places,

There were a series of timber dams at this site until 1912.



c.1812 — John Hatch painting THE FALLS

Shipbuilding was concentrated below the Falls in the Oyster River

Durham played an important role in the Port of Portsmouth
part of the Piscataqua River Basin

Shipping was the most advanced delivery system in the world.
The last of the boats were built in 1829
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Mrs. Edith Congreve Onderdonk (1875-1919)

gave the funds to build the Mill Pond/Oyster River dam
to maintain the beauty of the Mill Pond



Milne collection

The dam supplied water power to the adjacent Jenkins Mill.

The Jenkins Mill was acquired before 1800 and continued in operation for a
variety of uses through the early twentieth century.[1]
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There are 5000 dams in NH

There are only 7 known intact examples of concrete buttress-type of
Ambursen dams.

The Durham Falls Dam is the earliest yet identified in New Hampshire



Tthe engineer of record for the dam was Professor Charles Elbert Hewitt, the
15t head of the Dept of EE at the nearby NH College of Ag and the Mechanic
Arts, now the University of New Hampshire.

The dam was built by Daniel Chesley of Durham,

a noted stonemason and contractor,

who pioneered in the use of concrete in this area.

The Durham Falls Dam measures 140 feet wide and is 10 feet high.

It drains an area of some 20 sq mi.

The dam impounds the MillPond, approximately 24 acres of surface area
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The historic Jenkins Mill and the Mill Pond dam were the subjects of
artistic photographs, post cards, and artwork
during the first half of the twentieth century.
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In 1955,

it was reported by a neighbor listening to the radio,
Jackie Robinson hit a home run in the World Series
Dodgers beat the Yankees

and the Jenkins Mill fell in the River
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In 1975 the town together with NH Fish and Game repaired the dam and built
a fish ladder. The cost to the town was $27,000

A local newspaper reported “The repairs being made to the Mill Pond dam
were intended to preserve one of Durham’s most cherished landmarks”.
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The top of the fish ladder structure bears a bronze tablet indicating

that the fish-way was constructed by the NH Fish and Game Department in
cooperation with the Town of Durham and the US Fish and Wildlife Service

Mounted at the head of the fish ladder is a second bronze tablet that was
undoubtedly affixed to an original abutment of the dam before fish passage
was provided in 1975. The tablet reads:

This dam was erected
By Mrs. Edith Onderdonk
in memory of her father
Hamilton Smith
—1913—
Charles Elbert Hewitt, engineer
D. Chesley & Co., contractors
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