
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK.
Creating a new Durham Town Center: 
Re-envisioning the Mill Plaza

The workshop is sponsored by the Durham/AIA150 Community Partnership: 
the Town of Durham and the American Institute of Architects NH Chapter (AIANH) 
AIA150 Partners. The project is part of AIANH’s AIA150 Blueprint for America program. 
Supported in part by the Public Service Company of NH 
(PSNH) and grants from AIA and from Victor O. Schinnerer & 
Co. Inc./CNA Insurance Companies/AIA Trust.
Photo by Karevy Photography.

At this workshop three design teams will 

present their second of three rounds of design 

concepts for the Mill Plaza. These concepts 

were revised based on YOUR feedback. 

Your continued
input is important!
Visit us online at:
www.ci.durham.nh.us/

Find the Mill Plaza Committee link under “News”

Share your ideas and insights on the latest 
round of designs for a redeveloped Mill Plaza 
property in the heart of downtown.  

Sunday, November 4, 2007 
1 pm - 4 pm
Oyster River High School, 
Multipurpose Room
55 Coe Drive
Durham, NH 03824



Have one 
more say  more say. 
The Mill Plaza Study Committee is preparing to soon wrap up its 
year‐long  effort  to create  – with the public – a conceptual 
design for a redeveloped Mill Plaza property. From this work a 
vision has emerged for a  “village center” with space for a new 
public library.

h d d f d h hThis coming Wednesday, our team of designers with the 
American Institute of Architects’ New Hampshire Chapter will 
present a draft final concept that builds on the best elements of 
two earlier rounds of design. This will include a specific library 
site concept that has on nanimo s s pport from the MPSCsite concept that has won unanimous support from the MPSC 
and the Library Board of Trustees.  With your feedback, we will 
begin work on our final report for the Town Council to serve as 
Durham’s vision for a potential redevelopment. 

To see and comment on the final draft concept, please join us:

Wednesday, February 20, 2008
6:30 p.m. Oyster River Middle School6:30 p.m.  Oyster River Middle School 
Multi‐purpose room

We welcome your thoughts. Visit us on the town website or write us at: 
PlazaCommittee@ci.durham.nh.us

The workshop is sponsored by the Durham/AIA150 Community
Partnership: the Town of Durham and the American Institute of 
Architects NH Chapter (AIANH) AIA150 Partners. The project is 
part of AIANH’s AIA150 Blueprint for America program.



A New Hampshire Community Planning Model: 
The Durham/AIA150 Community Partnership
a Blueprint for America initiative and part of the 150th anniversary of the American Institute of Architects

munities near and far to try something 
different. 

During a series of public workshops, 
Durham town officials, local business 
owners, citizens, New Hampshire 
architects, and the New Hampshire 
AIA150 Partners (including experts in 
architecture, landscape architecture, 
historic preservation, traffic, and eco-
nomic analysis) are coming together to 
break new ground. This collaboration 
will demonstrate how a community, local 
government, property owners/develop-
ers, and design professionals can create 
a project that satisfies the aspirations of 
each stakeholder.

The New Hampshire Chapter’s AIA150 
Team is providing pro bono the design 
resources necessary to develop an 
exciting, environmentally sustainable, 
financially viable model project and see 
it through to construction. 

Currently, three design teams – one 
from Durham and two consisting of other 
professionals from around the state – are 
developing concepts for the community 
to examine. They are working from the 
same set of data, based on an initial 
analysis of the property and community 
input compiled from meetings, e-mails, 
and focus groups. The design concepts 
will take into consideration analyses of 

It’s not often that a university town has 
the chance to dream about building a 
new town center right next to campus. 

But that is what is happening in Durham 
thanks to a unique partnership between 
the Town and the American Institute of 
Architect’s New Hampshire Chapter 
(AIANH) and its partners — PlanNH, 
The Jordan Institute, Granite State 
Landscape Architects, and the NH 
Preservation Alliance — to work with 
Durham to envision a redevelopment of 
the Mill Plaza property in the heart of 
downtown. Durham was chosen as the 
model site by a competitive selection 
process in April. 

The pro-bono work by AIANH and 
its partners is part of the “Blueprint for 
America” program – a yearlong obser-
vance in 2007 that marks the 150th 
anniversary of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA). 

This nontraditional redevelopment 
process invites community insights from 
the project’s inception to completion. 
This creative, collaborative effort aims to 
create a template for quality community 
development and to engage all of the 
stakeholders in the process from the 
beginning. The “Durham/AIA150 Com-
munity Partnership” has been created 
with the intent of inspiring other com-

Supported in part by the Public Service Company of NH (PSNH) and grants 

from AIA and from Victor O. Schinnerer & Co., Inc./CNA Insurance Compa-

nies/AIA Trust.

For More Information Contact: 
Carolyn Isaak, Executive Director, 		
	 AIANH, 603-357-2863, 
	 office@aianh.org 
AIANH website: www.aianh.org/		
	 aia150.asp

AIANH AIA150 Partners:
Patricia Sherman FAIA, Co-Chair
Michael Castagna, Co-Chair
	 President PlanNH
AIANH
PlanNH
The Jordan Institute
Granite State Landscape Architects
NH Preservation Alliance

Town of Durham
Dave Howland, Chair, Durham Mill 		
	 Plaza Study Committee
Mill Plaza Committee Website: 		
	 www.ci.durham.nh.us/GOVERN	
	 MENT/boards/mill_plaza/mill_		
	 plaza_study_committee.htm

traffic, economic, and environmental 
factors and may feature a combination 
of shops, offices, and apartments along 
with a new library, town hall, and park 
space. 

Early in 2008 a conceptual design 
for the redevelopment of the nine-acre 
Mill Plaza property will be presented to 
Durham’s Town Council for review. The 
Plaza’s owner, John Pinto, has encour-
aged the New Hampshire AIA150 Part-
ners and the town in their efforts.



 
A New Hampshire Community Planning Model: 
The Durham/AIA150 Community Partnership 

a Blueprint for America initiative and part of the  
150th anniversary of the American Institute of Architects 

 

Fact Sheet 
 

WHAT: The “New Hampshire Community Planning Model” is a collaborative effort to 
envision a redevelopment of the Mill Plaza property in the heart of downtown Durham. It is a 
partnership between the Town of Durham and the American Institute of Architects New 
Hampshire Chapter (AIANH) and its AIA150 Partners – PlanNH, The Jordan Institute, 
Granite State Landscape Architects, and the NH Preservation Alliance. The partnership is 
working with the general public to create by early 2008 conceptual designs for the 
redevelopment of the nine-acre Mill Plaza property in downtown Durham next to the 
University of New Hampshire main campus. The work includes exploring the feasibility of 
establishing on the site a new library, town hall, park, and combination of shops, offices, and 
apartments. 
 
WHO: The partners in the project include the town of Durham’s 13-member Mill Plaza Study 
Committee and the AIANH chapter and its AIA150 partners – PlanNH, The Jordan Institute, 
Granite State Landscape Architects, and the NH Preservation Alliance. Durham was selected 
from a group of applicants in April for pro-bono design and facilitation services from AIANH 
and its partners. AIANH’s AIA150 project is supported in part by the Public Service Company 
of NH (PSNH) and grants from AIA and the Victor O. Schinnerer & Co., Inc./CNA Insurance 
Companies/AIA Trust. 
 
WHY: The community partnership between the Town of Durham and the American Institute 
of Architects New Hampshire Chapter team is working to create a dynamic community 
gathering space for local residents, including UNH students, staff and faculty, and Durham’s 
many visitors. This collaboration is demonstrating how a community, local government, 
property owners/developers, and design professionals can create a project that satisfies the 
aspirations of each stakeholder. The “New Hampshire Community Planning Model” was 
created with the intent of inspiring other communities near and far to try something different. 
This redevelopment project is part of the AIA’s Blueprint for America program – a yearlong 
observance in 2007 that marks the 150th anniversary of the founding of AIA. 
 
WHEN: The collaborative re-development process between the Town of Durham and the 
American Institute of Architects New Hampshire AIA150 Partners began in April 2007. All 



partners are working to produce a unified conceptual design by early 2008. Drawing on 
studies of the site and public input, three design teams are creating three concepts to be 
melded into one. The ultimate goal is to produce a project backed by the owner and 
developer that meets the community’s goals and is slated for construction by 2009. 
 
WHERE:  The 9.7 acre Mill Plaza property is located next to the UNH campus at the corner 
of Main Street and Mill Road in downtown Durham – about 9 miles from the NH Seacoast. 
 
HOW: A multi-stage process, including public meetings and workshops, is underway – 
sponsored by the Town of Durham and the American Institute of Architects New Hampshire 
Chapter’s AIA150 Partners (including experts in architecture, landscape design, historic 
preservation, traffic, and economic analysis). These workshops are bringing together Durham 
town officials, citizens, and New Hampshire architects in hopes of creating a redeveloped 
Plaza that makes sense for everyone. Over the summer the Mill Plaza Study Committee and 
AIANH and its partners assembled data for three independent design teams. The teams 
worked through the summer and are presenting their designs this fall through early 2008 for 
the community to view and question. Ultimately a hybrid design will emerge from the best 
solutions to be presented before the Durham Town Council for approval. The ultimate goal is 
to produce a project that meets with the consensus of all involved and is slated for 
construction by 2009. 
 
The planning underway for the redevelopment of the Mill  Plaza property in the heart of 
downtown Durham is sponsored by a partnership between the Town of Durham and the 
American Institute of Architects New Hampshire Chapter (AIANH) and its AIA150 Partners 
– PlanNH, The Jordan Institute, Granite State Landscape Architects, and the NH Preservation 
Alliance. The pro-bono work of AIANH and its partners is part of the nationwide “Blueprint 
for America” initiative – a yearlong observance in 2007 that marks the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of the American Institute of Architects (AIA). AIANH’s AIA150 project is 
supported in part by the Public Service Company of NH (PSNH) and grants from AIA and 
the Victor O. Schinnerer & Co., Inc./CNA Insurance Companies/AIA Trust. 

 
For More Information Contact:  
 
AIANH AIA150 Partners: 
Patricia Sherman FAIA, Co-Chair 
 603-763-9085 
Michael Castagna, Co-Chair 
 President PlanNH, 603-625-1912 
Carolyn Isaak, Executive Director, AIANH 
 603-357-2863, office@aianh.org  
 
 
AIANH website: 
http://www.aianh.org/aia150.asp 
 
 

Town of Durham: 
Dave Howland, Chair,  
 Mill Plaza Study Committee,  
      603-969-3634 
Todd Selig, Town Administrator,  
 Town of Durham, 603-868-5571 
 
Mill Plaza Committee Website: 
http://www.ci.durham.nh.us/GOVERNMENT
/boards/mill_plaza/mill_plaza_study_committ
ee.htm 

 




